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MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director for Sclence and Teochnology

BUBJECY : The HASA Esrth Resources Survey
Prograe: (KERSP)

REFERENCE Repart of the NSAM 156 Cornrviites on
"Political and Security Aspects of
Nen-Miilitary Applications of Zatellite
Turth-Bensing”

v

. The Offies of Specisl Projects (OSP) has conducted 2 review
of the agreevcents snd studies relating to the DUD/NASA coordination
of the Earth Resources Progran, (NERSP),

2. Several years of study wourk bas gone inte the agreer eats.
lo addition to the NSAK 156 Committee, UIIB, COMOR, the NEC, and
& group kaown as the Survey Applications Coordinaling Conmittes
EACC) bave contributed nisroranda on the subject of cooperaticn sa
DO and NASA spece activities,

3. Most of the studies relating to the use of ¥¥ zbotograshy
oF KB systems in the NASA Zarth Rescurces Prograp: have heen
written with the primery alteatior on security and, therefors, tend
to be negative. The HSAM 146 Cornmittee bas recognized the petential
beaefits frow. & national standpoint and reconriended further potion
o8 the part of the DI,

4. The major ehjections to the use of KF satelilte phetography
in the NASA Farth Rescurces Frogran: have been:

&, Protection of lutelligence sources and n.athods;

b, Cost and compiesity associated with downgrading
of TEM rrutertals;
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SUBJECT: The NAZA Ferth Desvurces Survey
Progran. (NERSP)

2. Political problesrs srmansting frop officially
sckaowledged U. &, satellite reconnsissance.

5. The pelitical issue in n.ost cases has been Interwovesn with
security satters, and hence a2 clear-cut U, 5. Government positicon
is not directiy avallable., The MNEAM 136 Conmlttee repurt takes
cegeizance of the fact that the NASA.Gendnl program and the weather
sateilites have both produced photegraphy of large portions of the
oarth's surface. Although not covered in the report, it is asoteworthy
that the distribution of these photographs has been handled on 2 purely
enclassified baste. It appears, thereiore, that epes satellite photogranhy
can be carried ont without politicel repercussion under the preper
cireumstances. This is one of the underlylng then.es in the NSAM 136
Committes vepsrt, Cur asalysis of the problen. has shown us that
arcong aecessary criteria are:

#. Scientific or bumasitarien goals for the prograc:
snd repesrch rather than resolution shjectives in the selection
of the type of photography:

b. large srea coverages rather tham point targeting.
Camera programyning, of course, is necessary since it would
be undesirable to photograch aress of no sclentific interest,
it is clear, bowever, that for smost research purposes a
panorandc cammera or framisng carmera is better sulted than 2
strip or spotting type canera;

¢. Coverage only of U, 5, arsas or foreign areas where
cooperative resecarch objectives exist and production sand distri-
bution of useful reports fron: the srogram,

§. Troun: the criterie cutlined, we have concluded that the
TEH e:aterials presestly svailable would bave enly linited value in the
Esrth Rosources Program. The photography is largely of the Sino-
Soviet Bloc or of military tarzets in the non-Bloc sress. It has been
taken for latelligence purposes and Is black and white coverage repested
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SUBJECT: The NASA Earth Rescurces Survey
Program (NERSP)

sach mission| 1 It would appear, therelors,
that the guestion of dowagrading TEH material should be dropped,

and that KASA should collect new coversges specifically selected fov
the sarth resources anslysis. This would vastly sizplily security
problems sssoclated with the TEH control system:, would aveld dis.
closure of largeting used on past TEH mission, would eﬁwiufs the
cost aspects associated with the downgrading, and would sllow frem: the
cutset sn unclassified scientific atr.osphere to the NASA srogram,
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BUBIIM

T: The NASA Earth Rescurces Servey
Prograr: (HERSP)

25X1D

16, The NI3AM 156 Cermittee outllred in thelr report & numrber
of gosls, suggestions andfor reconarendstions relative to satellite
sarth-sensing and the use of KM systercs, A resscnable approsch for
cooperstion betwean the NRC, CIA, and NASA on earth resources
consistent with the national zoals could be developed slong the following
lines:

a, CIAJDD/SET/OSP could provide briefings for 25X1A
cleared NASA personnel ¢n the | Progras: and the
appiicaticns of the FH-43 systen to ecarth rescurces,

b, With NEO/COMOR suoport, the NASA interssts in

U. 5. sress vonld be factored into the KH-4B shotographic
25X1D cowverages. Tor as exanple, | __|E¥-4 photograpby

was programuved to assist ln assessment of flood devastation
in Texas, to survey gold resources in Alsska, and to survey
the ares associated with a U, 8. Aroy Corp of Engineors
cansl project sroposed i the Great Lakes region. Sisteside
malerials can De xiade available te selected NAZA perscnnel at
a Top Secret classification without requirercents for TKH
storage and control. Stateside englneeriag coversges are nro-
vided to selected contracter personnel at the present tn.e under

slosllar security arrangen ents,
| 6990367 25X1A
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SUBJECT: The NASA Earth Resources Survey
Progracs (RERSP)

#. G2 cen srocure, test, and deliver to NASA in

1975 sovere! KH-4B peylosd systesns. Cost of 2 KH.48
25X1A payload la | The zaylasds could be

laumched by HN282 {ron: the MASA Ther pads 2t Vaadenberyg ss
recoraenended by the N2 M 156 v@ﬁ{aﬁ“im 2ir Force support
ﬁmié be provided in the pree of tracking end recovery,
HABAJAly Force recovery cooperxtion on an unclassified basgis
has siresdy been accomplished an N254 's Binsstellite Prograsm.

25X1C

£ Dol /HASA enclassified agreemnent would reniovwe T2
particiontion from possible disclosurs.
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SUBJECT: The NABA Eerth Rescurces Survey
Progras. {(NERSP)
25X1

i3, The Ofiice of Boecial Projects cas provide the secessary

sepport to the DDJ/3ET in the coordinstion and conduct of the plansing. DEXAA

Attackeent:
Booklet a/s

ce: ADD/B&T wlo alt

Distribution:

Cy #1 & 2 - DD/SkT w/att
3 « ADD/SKT w/o att
4 - DJOSP, DD/CSP w/o att
5 -~ SA/IS/OSP w/o att
6 - C/DEAD/OSP w/o att

25X1A -
9 - OSP Registry w/o att

1C - RB/DD/SKT wio att

25X1A 25X1A
| 6990367
age Six

Approved For Release 2002/06/14 : CIA-RDP71B00529R000200010051-6




25X1A
Approved For Release 2002/06/14 : CIA-RDP71B00529R000200010051-6

Approved For Release 2002/06/14 : CIA-RDP71B00529R000200010051-6



